Points Test System

	Criteria
	 
	 
	Possible Points

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Need to satisfy the basic requirements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Be under 45 yrs old

Have vocational English

Nominate a skill from SOL/SSASSL* and have it assessed through a relevant skills assessment authority

Have recent work experience in a SOL/SSASSL* occupation
	 
	 
	 

	AND

Pass the points test**


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Skills
	 
	 
	 
	 

	60 point – for most occupations where training is

specific to the occupation. In most cases, a qualification

is required, however, relevant experience without formal qualifications may also be acceptable.  
	 
	 
	 
	60

	50 point occupation – For more general professional occupations. 

Does not need to be specifically related to a nominated occupation.

There must be a qualification comparable to an Australian bachelor degree.
	 
	 
	 
	50

	40 point occupation – For other general skilled occupations.

Does not need to be specifically related to a nominated occupation.

There must be a qualification comparable to an Australian diploma or advanced diploma.
	 
	 
	 
	40

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Age
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18-29
	 
	 
	 
	 
	30

	30-34
	 
	 
	 
	 
	25

	35-39
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20

	40-44
	 
	 
	 
	 
	15

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Language
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Native speaker
	 
	 
	 
	20

	IELTS test 6.0 x 4 (‘competent’ level of English)
	 
	 
	 
	20

	IELTS test 5.0 x 4 (‘vocational’ level of English)
	 
	 
	 
	15

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Employment
	 
	 
	 
	 

	If nominated occupation is 60 points, AND work experience is in the nominated occupation or a closely related occupation for at least 3 of the last 4 years
	
	
	
	
	10

	If nominated occupation is 40, 50 or 60 points, AND work experience is in any skilled occupation for at least 3 of the last 4 years
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spouse skill
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Spouse needs to satisfy the basic requirements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5

	 (age, occupation, English, recent work experience)


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Education in Australia (min 24 mths)
	 
	 

	Doctorate
	 
	 
	 
	 
	15

	Masters/Honours post-Bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	10

	Degree/dip/trade
	 
	 
	 
	5

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Skills targeting

If your nominated occupation is listed on current MODL (Migration

Occupations in Demand List) you can be awarded these points:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MODL and job offer 

OR
	 
	 
	 
	20

	MODL without job offer
	 
	 
	 
	 
	15

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Bonus Points
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Deposit at least $100k for min. 12 months OR

Worked in Australia in a skilled occupation for at least 6 mths OR
Hold a degree conducted in a designated community language OR
Have NAATI Interpreter/Translator accreditation
	 
	 
	5

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sponsorship

Applies to sponsored categories only

If you have a relative in Australia who is an Australian permanent 

Resident or an Australian Citizen and who is willing to sponsor you.

You relative must be one of the following:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Parent/brother/sister/aunt/uncle/non-dependant child ***
	 
	15

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Regional Australia Education
	
	
	
	
	5

	If you lived and studied in regional Australia for at least 2 years.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	State/Territory Sponsorship

Applies to subclass 495 (SIR - Provisional) only
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	If you obtained sponsorship from an authorised State or Territory

Government agency.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


	Visa Category
	Pass Mark
	Pool Mark

	Skilled – Independent (subclass 136)
	120
	70

	Skilled - Australian Sponsored (subclass 138)
	110
	105

	State/Territory Nominated Independent (subclass 137) visa.
	70
	70

	Skilled – Independent Regional (Provisional) (subclass 495)
	110
	110

	Skilled-Independent Overseas Student
	120
	120

	Skilled - Australian sponsored overseas student (subclass 881)
	110
	110

	Skilled - Onshore Australian sponsored NZ citizen (subclass 862)
	110
	110

	Skilled - Onshore Independent NZ citizen (subclass 861)
	120
	120


What is the ‘Pool Mark’?

If you do not achieve the pass mark, the pool mark is the total number of points you must score if your application is to be held in reserve for up to 2 years after it is been assessed. If the pass mark is ever revised downwards, applications in the pool that meet the revised pass mark may then be processed.

*The SSASSL is a restricted skilled occupation list intended to reduce migration to selected areas.  Currently it only applies if you have a sponsor from the Sydney/Wollongong/Newcastle region.  To see if your sponsor is a SSASSL sponsor you should consult the form 1121i at www.immi.gov.au .  

** There is no points test for the following categories:

· Skilled - Designated area Australian sponsored overseas student  (subclass 882)

· Skilled - Designated area Australian sponsored (subclass 139)

Basic requirements and sponsor requirement apply only.

*** Currently nephews and nieces may also sponsor but no points for such sponsorship may be claimed.  This situation may change.
