Guide to Business skills categories – Pathways to permanent residence

	If you have proven background as a:
	You may be eligible to apply for:
	and may be eligible for permanent residence in Australia in the following category:



	Business Owner
	Business Owner (Provisional) visa

OR

State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional) visa


	Business Owner (Residence) visa OR

State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Residence) visa



	Business Employee Manager
	State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional) visa
	State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Residence) visa



	
Senior Executive
	Senior Executive (Provisional) visa OR

State/Territory Sponsored

Senior Executive (Provisional) visa


	Business Owner (Residence) visa OR

State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Residence) visa



	Investor
	Investor (Provisional) visa

OR

State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) visa


	Investor (Residence) visa

OR

State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Residence) visa

OR

State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Residence) visa



	High caliber Business Owner identified by a government
	Business Talent visa


	You already have permanent residence and need not make an application in Australia




Obligations
All applicants for Business Skills (Provisional) and Business Talent (Migrant) visas are required to sign a declaration that they agree to meet certain obligations after arrival in Australia.

In this declaration. applicants must agree to:

· notify DIMIA of their residential address within 6 months of initial entry to Australia;

      and

· continue to notify DIMIA of any subsequent changes of their residential address within 28 days of a change of address (this includes any residential address outside Australia).

Business Owner, State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner, Senior Executive and

State/Territory Sponsored Senior Executive provisional visa holders

Applicants for these visas are expected to. after a period of time in Australia. provide valuable input to the Australian economy by becoming actively involved as owners or

part owners at a senior level in businesses which do at least one of the following: .

· develop business links with international markets:

· create or maintain employment in Australia;

· export Australian goods or services:

· produce goods or services that would otherwise be imported:

· introduce new or improved technology;

· add to commercial activity and competitiveness within sectors of the Australian economy.

Provisional visa applicants also agree to:

· obtain a substantial ownership interest in a business in Australia demonstrating at least one of the characteristics referred to above: and

· actively participate at 'a senior level in the day-to-day management of that

       business: and

· continue to make such genuine efforts to hold a substantial ownership interest and participate at a senior level in the day-to-day management of such a business.

Provisional visa applicants must also agree to accurately and fully complete a survey of Business Skills visa holders with information about their business activities and to provide any other information that is required.

A failure to meet these obligations while holding a Business Skills (Provisional) visa may impact adversely upon any later application for a Business Skills (Residence) visa.

Business Talent visa holders

Business Talent visa holders have permanent residence from date of initial entry to Australia. As they are high calibre business migrants. it is expected that they quickly become actively involved in business in Australia. Business Talent visa holders are required by law. to engage in a business with one of the characteristics described above. Failure to meet this obligation within 3 years of arrival may result in visa cancellation.

Investor and State/Territory Sponsored Investor visa holders

Applicants for Investor visas must maintain their Designated Investment for a 4 year term. Failure to do so may result in visa cancellation.

Part 2 
Provisional Visa categories 

State / Territory Sponsored Business owner (provisional) category.
To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by an appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory government;

–You have an overall successful business career;

–For at least 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, you had an ownership interest in a main business, or main businesses that had an annual turnover of at least A$300,OOO; or

–You have had a sound continuous business employment record in a senior management role on a qualifying business for at least 4 years immediately before the application is made and have demonstrated a high level of management skill;

–Your (or your and your spouse's combined) business and personal assets have a net value of at least A$250,OOO which are available for the conduct or establishment of a business in Australia and are lawfully acquired and available for transfer to Australia within 2 years of the grant of a Statefrerritory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional) visa;

–You (or you and your spouse together) have business and personal assets, in addition to the assets mentioned above, that are of a sufficient net value to settle in Australia;

–You are aged less than 55 years at time of application or you are proposing to establish or participate in a business that your sponsoring state or territory has determined is of exceptional economic benefit to the state or territory;

–You have not been engaged in a business where the provision of professional, technical or trade services took up more than 50% of your time;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have a realistic commitment to establish or participate in a qualifying business in Australia and maintain a substantial ownership and direct and continuous involvement in the management of that business;

–You have demonstrated that there is a need to be temporarily in Australia to conduct or establish the proposed business activity;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of a State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional) visa.

Business Owner (Provisional) Category

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have an overall successful business career;

–For at least 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, you (or you and your spouse together) have net assets in a qualifying business of at least A$200,OOO;

–For at least 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, your main business, or main businesses together, had an annual turnover of at

least A$500,000;

–Your (or your and your spouse's combined) business and personal assets have a net value of at least A$500,000, which are lawfully acquired and available to transfer to Australia within 2 years after the grant of a Business Owner (Provisional) visa;

–You (or you and your spouse together) have business and personal assets, in addition to the assets mentioned above, that are of a sufficient net value to settle in Australia;

        –You are aged less than 45 years at time of application;

–You have vocational English;

–You have not been engaged in a business where the provision of professional, technical or trade services took up more than 50% of your time;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have notified the appropriate regional authority of a state or territory of your business history and intentions to develop a business in that state or territory;

–You have a realistic commitment to establish or participate in a qualifying business in Australia and maintain a substantial ownership and direct and continuous involvement in the management of that business;

–You have demonstrated that there is a need to be temporarily in Australia to conduct or establish the proposed business activity;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of a Business Owner (Provisional) visa.

State / Territory Sponsored Senior Executive (Provisional) category.

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by an appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory

government;

–You have an overall successful business career;

–For at least 2 of the 4 years immediately before the application is made, you have occupied a position in the 3 highest levels of the management structure of a major business. in which you were responsible for strategic policy development affecting a major component or a wide range of operations of that major business;

–Your (or your and your spouse's combined) business and personal assets have a net value of at least A$250,OOO, which are lawfully acquired and available to transfer to Australia within 2 years after the grant of a State/Territory Sponsored Senior Executive (Provisional) visa;

–You (or you and your spouse together) have business and personal assets, in addition to the assets mentioned above, that are of a sufficient net value to settle in Australia;

–You are aged less than 55 years at time of application or you are proposing to establish or participate in a business that your sponsoring State or Territory has determined is of exceptional economic benefit to the State or Territory;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have a realistic commitment to establish or participate in a qualifying business in Australia and maintain a substantial ownership and direct and continuous involvement in the management of that business;

–You have demonstrated that there is a need to be temporarily in Australia to conduct or establish the proposed business activity;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of a State/Territory Sponsored Senior Executive (Provisional) visa.
* A major business for this category means a business (other than a Government Business Enterprise) the annual turnover of which was not less than the equivalent of A$IO,OOO,OOO in each of any 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately preceding the making of the application.
Senior Executive (Provisional) category

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have an overall successful business career;

–For at least 2 of the 4 years immediately before the application is made, you have occupied a position in the 3 highest levels of the management structure of a major business. in which you were responsible for strategic policy development affecting a major component or a wide range of operations of that major business;

–Your (or your and your spouse's combined) business and personal assets, have a net value of at least AS500,OOO, which are lawfully acquired and available to transfer to Australia within 2 years after the grant of a Senior Executive (Provisional) visa;

–You (or you and your spouse together) have business and personal assets, in addition to the assets mentioned above, that are of a sufficient net value to settle in Australia;

–You are aged less than 45 years at time of application:

–You have vocational English;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia:

–You have notified the appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory of your business history and intentions to develop a business in that State or Territory;

–You have a realistic commitment to establish or participate in a qualifying business in Australia and maintain a substantial ownership and direct and continuous involvement in the management of that business;

–You have demonstrated that there is a need to be temporarily in Australia to conduct or establish the proposed business activity;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of a Senior Executive (Provisional) visa.
–A major business for this category means a business (other than a Government Business Enterprise) the annual turnover of which was not less than the equivalent of A$50,OOO,OOO in each of any 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately preceding the making of the application
State /Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) category

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by an appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory government;

–You have a total of at least 3 years experience of direct involvement in managing one or more qualifying businesses or eligible investments;

–For at least one of the 5 fiscal years immediately before the application is made: 

· you have maintained direct involvement in either managing a qualifying business in which you (or you and your spouse together) had an ownership interest of at least 10% of the total value of the business; or

· you maintained direct involvement in managing your (or your and your spouse's combined) eligible investments, the total value of which was at least A$750,000;

–For the 2 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, the net value of

your (or your and your spouse's) assets was at least A$I,125,000;

–You have demonstrated a high level of management skill in relation to an eligible investment or qualifying business activity;

–At the time of decision, you have a made a Designated Investment of A$750,000; .You are aged less than 55 years at time of application or you are proposing to

establish or participate in a business that your sponsoring State or Territory has determined is of exceptional economic benefit to the State or Territory;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have a realistic commitment to continue to maintain a business or investment activity in Australia after the designated investment has matured;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of an State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) visa.

Investor (Provisional) category

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have an overall successful record of eligible investment or qualifying business activity;

–You have a total of at least 3 years experience of direct involvement in managing one or more qualifying businesses or eligible investments;

–For at least one of the 5 fiscal years immediately before the application is made: 

· you have maintained direct involvement in either managing a qualifying business

in which you (or you and your spouse together) had an ownership interest of at least 10% of the total value of the business; or

· you maintained direct involvement in managing your (or your and your spouse's combined) eligible investments, the total value of which was at least ASI ,500,000;

–For the 2 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, the net value of your (or your and your spouse's combined) assets was at least AS2,250,000;

–You have demonstrated a high level of management skill in relation to an eligible investment or qualifying business activity;

–At the time of decision, you have a made a Designated Investment of ASI ,500,000; .You are aged less than 45 years at time of application;

–You have vocational English;

–Neither you or your spouse have a history of involvement in business or investment activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have notified the appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory of your business history and intentions to develop a business in that State or Territory;

–You have a realistic commitment to continue to maintain a business or investment activity in Australia after the designated investment has matured;

–You have signed a declaration that you understand your obligations as the holder of an Investor (Provisional) visa.

Part 3 
Permanent Visa categories

State / Territory Sponsored Business owner (Residence) category.

To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by an appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory government;

–You are the holder of a Business Owner (Provisional), a State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional), a Senior Executive (Provisional), a State/Territory Sponsored Senior Executive (Provisional) visa, an Investor (Provisional), a State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) or a Business (Long Stay)

Independent Executive visa;

–You have had, and continue to have, an ownership interest in one or more actively operating main businesses in Australia for at least 2 years immediately before the application is made; and

–For each of these businesses an Australian Business Number has been obtained and all Business Activity Statements required by the Australian Taxation Office for that period have been submitted to the Australian Taxation Office and are included in the application;

–Unless the appropriate regional authority has determined that there are exceptional circumstances, you meet at least 2 of the following 3 requirements:

-Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made, your (or your and your spouse's) main business or main businesses employed at least the equivalent of one full-time employee who is an Australian citizen, Australian permanent resident or New Zealand passport holder, and who is not a member of your family unit;

-Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made, the net value of your (or your and your spouse's combined) personal and business assets in Australia has been at least A$250,OOO;

-Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made the net value of your (or your and your spouse's combined) assets in the main business or main businesses in Australia is at least A$75,OOO;

–In the 12 months immediately before the application is made, your main business or main businesses together, had a turnover of at least A$200,OOO;

–Neither you nor your spouse have a history of involvement in business activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have been in Australia as the holder of one of the qualifying visas for a total of at least one year in the 2 years immediately before the application is made.

Business Owner (Residence) category
To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You are the holder of a Business Owner (Provisional), a State/Territory Sponsored Business Owner (Provisional), a Senior Executive (Provisional), a State/Territory Sponsored Senior Executive (Provisional) visa, an Investor (Provisional) or a State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) visa;

–You have had, and continue to have, an ownership interest in one or more actively operating main businesses in Australia for at least 2 years immediately before the application is made; and

–For each of these businesses, an Australian Business Number has been obtained and all Business Activity Statements required by the Australian Taxation Office for that period have been submitted to the Australian Taxation Office and certified copies of these are included in the application;

–Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made, the net value of your (or your and your spouse's combined) assets in the main business or main businesses in Australia is at least A$100,000;

–In the 12 months immediately before the application is made, your main business or main businesses together, had a turnover of at least A$300,000;

–Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made, your (or your and your spouse's) main business or main businesses employed at least the equivalent of 2 full-time employees who are Australian citizens, Australian permanent residents or New Zealand passport holders and who are not members of your family

unit;

–Throughout the 12 months immediately before the application is made, the net value of your (or your and your spouse's combined) personal and business assets in Australia has been at least A$250,OOO;

–Neither you nor your spouse have a history of involvement in business activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have been in Australia as the holder of one of the qualifying visas for a total of at least one year in the 2 years immediately before the application is made.

State /Territory Sponsored Investor (Residence) category
To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by an appropriate regional authority of a State or Territory government;

–You are the holder of a State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) visa;

–Neither you nor your spouse have a history of involvement in business activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have been resident, as the holder of a State/Territory Sponsored Investor (Provisional) visa, in the State or Territory in which the sponsoring appropriate regional authority is located for a total of at least 2 years in the 4 years immediately before the application is made;

–You genuinely have a realistic commitment to continue to maintain a business or investment activity in Australia;

–At time of decision, the designated investment made by and held in the names of you (or you and your spouse together) has been held continuously for at least 4 years.
Investor (Residence) category
To be eligible
You need to show that:

–You are the holder of an Investor (Provisional) visa;

–Neither you nor your spouse have a history of involvement in business activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have been in Australia as the holder of an Investor (Provisional) visa for a total of at least 2 years in the 4 years immediately before the application is made;

–You genuinely have a realistic commitment to continue to maintain a business or investment activity in Australia.

–At time of decision, the designated investment made by and held in the names of you (or you and your spouse together) has been held continuously for at least 4 years

Business Talent (Migrant) category
To be eligible

You need to show that:

–You have been sponsored by a State or Territory government;

–You have had an overall successful business career;

–For at least 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately before the application is made. you (or you and your spouse together) had net assets in a qualifying business. in which you had an ownership interest, of at least A$400,000;

–For at least 2 of the 4 fiscal years immediately before the application is made, your main business. or main businesses together. had an annual turnover of at least A$3,000.000;

–Your (or your and your spouse's combined) business and personal assets have a net value of at least AS1,500,000, which are lawfully acquired and available for transfer

and capable of being transferred to Australia within 2 years after the grant of a Business Talent (Migrant) visa;

–You are aged less than 55 years or you are proposing to establish or participate in a business that your sponsoring state or territory has determined is of exceptional economic benefit to the state or territory;

–Neither you or your spouse has a history of involvement in business activities that are of a nature that is not generally acceptable in Australia;

–You have a realistic commitment to establish or participate in a qualifying business in Australia and maintain a substantial ownership and direct and continuous involvement in the management of that business.

–You sign a declaration acknowledging your obligations as the holder of a Business Talent visa.

